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*5 Becker et al. (2002) conducted a natural experiment in Fiji to investigate the impact
of television on eating behaviours. They assessed attitudes to eating in 1995, just as
television was being introduced to the native population. They returned in 1998 to
assess eating behaviours after three years of television exposure.

63 girls with a mean age of 17.3 years took part in 1995. A second sample of 65 girls
with a mean age of 16.9 years took part in 1998.

To score eating behaviours, the two samples of girls completed a standardised EAT-26
questionnaire, They also answered questions about television viewing. Their weight,
height, and body mass index (BMI) were also recorded.

Wight

Comparisons between 1995 and 1998 data indicated that, after exposure to western %
imagery on television, the reports of disordered eating such as self-induced vomiting
to lose weight had increased.

Evaluate the use of natural experiments to investigate human behaviour.
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__(Total for Question 5 = 12 marks)

TOTAL FOR SECTION A =37 MARKS
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